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Preface 

This paper represents the joint efforts of Darrell Stremler 

and myself, I contributed the material from the 'Introduction' 

to the section entitled 'Natural Law in Gratian 1 (pp, 1-42); Dar­

ren wrote the remaining sections which conclude with a lengthy 

discussion on 'Natural Law in Th9mas Aquinas•. Our primary interest 

in this paper is to familiarize the reader with the major medieval 

const.itutional develq:merits of Roman law and canon law and with the 

significant trends and themes in the history of medieval natural 

law theory. Though we have tried to be judi.cious in our inclusion 

of detail in the text, the intricate character of our subject has 

forced us to include, for the sake of completion, discussion which 

may, at first glance, seem t.edious. We beg the reader's indulgence, 

For it is our contention that without an adequate understanding 

of the intricate details the reader will not be able to decide 

properly whether or not the generalizations we do make .are indeed 

valid, 

John Witte Jr, 
January 6, 1982 
































































































































































































